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THE BENEFITS OF MAKING AN 
ANNUAL FEED PLAN
When it comes to production systems involving livestock, it is fair to say 
the majority of animal health problems arise from inappropriate feed 
and mineral inputs.

For many years locally, typical 
issues were pretty simple and 
generally amounted to insufficient 
supply of dry matter.

With increasing land values, 
greater amounts of supplementary 
feeds were sourced and utilised 
which tended to reduce the risk of 
underfeeding, but at the same time 
increased farm working expenses.  
This made farm systems less 
resilient to withstand poor income 
years.

All this aside, most of our farm 
clients purchase significant tonnage 
of supplementary feeds and seek 
advice on specific feed inputs.

In response to this demand we have 
developed an in-house Feed Plan 
tool that can tailor feed inputs to 
your operation, allowing you to 

predict the following information:

• Amounts of feed to be contracted

• Comparative Stocking Rate (CSR) 
of your farm

• Composition of ration being fed 
to milkers on a monthly basis

• Feed costs per cow per day

• Dollar margin on feed costs  
per cow per day

• Total feed cost per annum

• Production response to inputs 
purchased

The majority of farmers who have 
undertaken this exercise have 
valued the information provided. 
Further, the outputs have also been 
used to contract feed volumes, 
provide guidance to farm staff and 
discuss options with the financial 
stakeholders of the business – 
including bankers!
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*See in-store for details

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Milking Machine Testing

• Rotavirus Vaccinations

• Free Repro Ready Consults

• Teatsealing Heifers

• Feed Budgets
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AT YOUR R1 AND R2 NEEDS

Purchase any Drench + Copper 
combination and receive 
10% OFF THE COPPER*

The MVS Feed Plan produces graphics like this one which are tailored to individual farms 
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   May 2019 39kg DM/day 44mm 16°C 2198kg DM 154,000

   May 2018 42kg DM/day 180mm 14°C 2371kg DM 147,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

SPRING 
1STAID 
SEMINAR
A SEMINAR FOR 
NEW FARM 
WORKERS, OR 
FOR FARMERS 
WANTING A REFRESHER.

RUN BY MVS FARM 
SERVICES VETERINARIAN 
GRANT FRASER. 

By the end of this course it is 
intended that participants will 
be able to:

• Recognise and take 
appropriate action with 
common spring diseases 
of cows and conditions 
including calving. 

• Recognise and take 
appropriate action with 
common spring diseases of 
calves including scours. 

• Understand responsibilities 
of animal care. 

• Correctly administer animal 
remedies and follow industry 
and legal requirements.

THURSDAY 11TH JULY 2019 
10.00AM - 2.30PM

MVS Equine Hospital 
362 Hinuera Road West

$180 +GST

Morning tea and light lunch 
provided

Please RSVP by 1st July to 
07 888 8197 or email  
farm@matamatavets.co.nz

 GRANT FRASER

DID CALF SCOURS CATCH YOU OUT 
LAST YEAR?
Calf scour vaccination is now becoming more common, with most 
users placing a high level of importance on the time saved by not  
getting calf scours.

While not a silver bullet for all 
calf scour issues, it certainly can 
greatly reduce the number of calves 
affected. It still relies on very good 
colostrum management to ensure 
your investment actually gets to the 
calves that need it.

This year we are running three 
products:

• Rotavec® Corona is a 1-shot 
vaccine, which is great for 
animals of unknown vaccine 
history, or that have never been 
vaccinated before (heifers).

• ScourGuard® 4(K) is a premium 
vaccine that has an additional 
strain of Rotavirus in it, as well as 
tending to leave less bumps.

•  Kolibin Neo is our regular 
vaccine, which is great for 
boosting previously vaccinated 
animals.

Also worth considering as an 
additional health boost for calves is 
Multimin®. This product has been 
shown to lower the morbidity and 
mortality of calves by over 50% in 
New Zealand trials.

We have experience in dealing 
with calf scours, looking at shed 
design and calf management. 
Just ask us for help.

CALF SCOUR VACCINATION 
CAN GREATLY REDUCE  

THE NUMBER OF  
CALVES AFFECTED.

Get them off to a good start.


